
With so many activities,
amenities, living there
is like ‘going to camp.’

By Thomas R. Collins
Special to The Palm Beach Post

The name “Valencia,” you might say, is 
to the world of 55-and-up South Flori-
da residential communities as Google 

is to the tech world.
It’s a name that connotes success, popu-

larity and a tendency to keep expanding.
When one “Valencia” community is built, 

the homes are bought, the subdivision is 
built out, then a new one gets built some-
where else.

If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it — and there are 
now eight Valencia communities throughout 
suburban Boynton Beach, Delray Beach and 
Lake Worth.

Valencia Reserve is one of the newest in 
the bunch — the homeowners just assumed 
control of the board overseeing the commu-
nity — and is an example of the deluxe pack-
age of quality home, landscaping aesthetics, 
amenities and an almost dizzying array of 
activities.

“This is a community that doesn’t need 
to be pitched — it sells itself,” said Realtor Jef-
frey Katz with Re/Max Advantage Plus, who 
specializes in retirement communities.

“A lot of people call it ‘like camp.’ They re-
tired and went to camp.”

A visit to Valencia Reserve is a spectacle 
of nice homes, thick, green lawns, colorful 
landscaping, and fabricated waterfalls.

Amid all of this are residents scurrying 
everywhere: out on walks, hitting tennis 
balls, headed to the pool, coming back from 
the exercise room.

They might be older, but chances are, 
they’re more active than you are.

Now that homeowners occupy the board, 
they’ll be charged with keeping the quality 
of the community intact.

Stuart Saltzman, who moved down from 
New York in 2010 and heads the entertain-
ment committee that advises the board, said 
they’re in the process of hiring lawyers and 

engineers to have on hand as consultants on 
technical issues.

“The board is new, and it’s a big job ahead 
of us,” he said.

The community, off Lyons Road south of 
Boynton Beach Boulevard, includes 1,043 
homes ranging from 1,500 to 2,800 square 
feet. They’re selling from the mid 300s to the 
high 600s.

A palatial clubhouse of 42,000 square 
feet includes a lavish lounge area and is sur-
rounded by three pools, a Jacuzzi, nine ten-
nis courts.

There’s also a café, run by the popular 
Flakowitz Deli.

The homeowner association fee is $302 
per month and includes cable TV, alarm 

monitoring, community security, lawn care 
and use of the clubhouse.

Katz said that one of the keys to Valencia 
Reserve’s offerings is that it is a large com-
munity. The greater the numbers, the more 
amenities that can be offered at a reason-
able rate.

One of the more impressive factoids 
about the community is that it began sales 
in 2009, just after the nation’s economy be-
gan to unravel. But developer G.L. Homes 
adjusted price points accordingly, and sales 
remained strong throughout that period, 
Katz said.

“Even in an economic environment 
like that, there was quite an appetite,” 
he said.

The newness of the area — the commu-
nities known as the Canyons are nearby 
— has increased the appeal of Valencia 
Reserve, Katz said. And although the 
community sits fairly far west in the Ag 
Reserve, there are commercial offerings. 
A shopping center is just up the road on 
Boynton Beach Boulevard.

“People don’t want to feel like they’re out 
in the middle of nowhere,” Katz said. “What 
used to be the middle of nowhere is now very 
much an active area.”
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Nine tennis courts, three pools and a café surround the clubhouse at Valencia Reserve in 
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that doesn’t need to be
pitched — it sells itself,”
said Realtor Jeffrey Katz
with Re/Max Advantage
Plus, who specializes in
retirement communities.
“A lot of people call it
‘like camp.’ They retired
and went to camp.”
A visit to Valencia Re-

serve is a spectacle of
nice homes, thick, green
lawns, colorful landscap-
ing, and fabricated wa-
terfalls.
Amid all of this are res-

idents scurrying every-
where: out on walks, hit-
ting tennis balls, headed
to the pool, coming back
from the exercise room.
They might be older,
but chances are, they’re
more active than you are.
Now that homeowners

occupy the board, they’ll
be charged with keeping
the quality of the commu-
nity intact.
Stuart Saltzman, who

moved down from New
York in 2010 and heads
the entertainment com-
mittee that advises the
board, said they’re in the
process of hiring lawyers
and engineers to have on
hand as consultants on
technical issues.

“The board is new, and
it’s a big job ahead of us,”
he said.
The community, off Ly-

ons Road south of Boyn-
ton Beach Boulevard, in-
cludes 1,043 homes rang-
ing from 1,500 to 2,800
square feet. They’re sell-
ing from the mid 300s to
the high 600s.
A palatial clubhouse

of 42,000 square feet in-
cludes a lavish lounge
area and is surround-
ed by three pools, a Ja-
cuzzi, nine tennis courts.
There’s also a café, run
by the popular Flakow-
itz Deli.
The homeowner as-

sociation fee is $302 per
month and includes ca-
ble TV, alarm monitor-
ing, community security,
lawn care and use of the
clubhouse.

Katz said that one of
the keys to Valencia Re-
serve’s offerings is that it
is a large community. The
greater the numbers, the
more amenities that can
be offered at a reasonable
rate.
One of the more im-

pressive factoids about
the community is that it
began sales in 2009, just
after the nation’s econo-
my began to unravel. But
developer G.L. Homes ad-
justed price points ac-
cordingly, and sales re-
mained strong through-
out that period, Katz said.
“Even in an econom-

ic environment like that,
there was quite an appe-
tite,” he said.
The newness of the

area — the communi-
ties known as the Can-
yons are nearby — has in-
creased the appeal of Va-
lencia Reserve, Katz said.
And although the com-
munity sits fairly far west
in the Ag Reserve, there
are commercial offerings.
A shopping center is just
up the road on Boynton
Beach Boulevard.
“People don’t want to

feel like they’re out in the
middle of nowhere,” Katz
said. “What used to be
the middle of nowhere is
now very much an active
area.”
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Valencia
Reserve

Their home: Two-
bed, two-bath home
with 2,000 square feet
under air, built in 2012,
situated on a lake

When they moved
in: 2010 (to their first
home in Valencia Re-
serve)

What they paid:
$401,692

If you buy a home in
a community, you must
like the community.
If you buy two, you

must really like it.
Stuart Saltzman and

Carol Levy, a married
couple who bought in
Valencia Reserve in
2010, had only planned
to live there part time.
Call them crazy, but

there was something
about the impecca-
ble aesthetics, the end-

less supply of entertain-
ment and activities, and
the warm weather that
made them decide to
live there year-round.
And when they did,

they sold their first
home and bought a big-
ger one — and sold their
home in New York.
“We really liked the

idea of having more of a
social life,” Carol said.
Their previous win-
ter home — a timeshare
on Singer Island — was
nice, but was more tran-
sient, not the perma-
nent sense of commu-
nity they get at Valencia
Reserve.
“It’s the lifestyle,”

Stuart said. “It’s the
club, it’s the activities.”
They partake in many

of them: the men’s club,
the women’s club, Ha-

dassah, bowling, mah-
jongg, and the entertain-
ment committee.

And — no small aster-
isk — they just finished
working on a walk-a-
thon that raised $10,000
for cancer research.
“There’s clubs for ev-

erything,” Carol said.
But it’s the overall

sense of home that they
seem to like the most.
“You’re meeting peo-

ple who are all look-
ing for the same thing:
a new lifestyle and mak-
ing good friends,” she
said. “It’s your place
and you feel a warmth
in it.”

Thomas R. Collins, special to
The Palm Beach Post

Stuart Saltzman and
Carol Levy

FromNewYork, this couple found a sense of
community, warmth at Valencia Reserve
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ONTHEMARKET A sample of homes for sale in Valencia Reserve

$529,000
9109 Clearhill Road

This is a three-bedroom,
two-bath home with
a southern exposure
lot on a lake. It includes
$55,000 in upgrades.
The home, with French
doors and volume
ceilings, has just been
completed and has
never been lived in.
Listed by Bob Melzer of
The Keyes Co.

$669,000
9079 Clayton

This is a three-bedroom,
three-bath home on a
lake. Upgrades include
marble floors, custom
built-in closets. This
home is also available
fully furnished.
Listed by Jeffrey Katz of
Re/Max Advantage Plus

$656,900
10552 Whitewind Circle

A four-bedroom, two-
and-a-half-bath home
with $53,000 in builder
upgrades. Includes
Roman tub split-
bedroom layout. The
builder will add a patio
screen at no charge.
Listed by Jeffrey Katz of
Re/Max Advantage Plus

The Patio Page
THISWEEK:SUPERDUPERMOVIE
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ByThomasR.Collins
Special to The Palm Beach Post

The name “Valencia,” you
might say, is to the world of
55-and-up South Florida resi-
dential communities as Goo-
gle is to the tech world.
It’s a name that connotes

success, popularity and a ten-
dency to keep expanding.
When one “Valencia” com-

munity is built, the homes
are bought, the subdivision is
built out, then a new one gets

built somewhere else.
If it ain’t broke, don’t

fix it — and there are now
eight Valencia communities
throughout suburban Boyn-
ton Beach, Delray Beach and
Lake Worth.
Valencia Reserve is one of

the newest in the bunch — the
homeowners just assumed
control of the board oversee-
ing the community — and is an
example of the deluxe pack-
age of quality home, land-
scaping aesthetics, amenities
and an almost dizzying array
of activities.
“This is a community

Valencia continued on D4

Valencia Reserve another 55-and-up hit
With so many activities,
amenities, living there
is like ‘going to camp.’

BYTHENUMBERS
The real estatemarket
atValenciaReserve

1,043
Total numberofhomes

3
Homes listed forsale

$424,950
Medianhomesalesprice in
thepast threemonths

Nine tennis courts, three pools and a café surround the clubhouse at
Valencia Reserve in BoyntonBeach. ALLEN EYESTONE / THE PALM BEACH POST
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FLORIDAHOME
Try these
12 ideas for a
knockout kitchen.
PalmBeachPost.com/houzz/

NEW THIS WEEK ON FLORIDA HOME

Shoes continued on D2

ByNicoleBrodeur
Seattle Times

She’s tiny. Can barely finish
a plate of berries.
She’s left-handed. Says

things like “No. Way.” And
to every person who ap-
proached her at Seattle’s
Nordstrom shoe department
last week, she extended a
hand.
“I’m Sarah Jessica,” she

said. “Very nice to meet you.”
“Sex and the City” went

off the air 10 years ago, but it
doesn’t matter to fans of the
show and its star, Sarah Jes-
sica Parker. They still watch
it in syndication and have
flocked to two big-screen
films.
And they lined up for hours

to spend an average $300 on
a pair of shoes designed by
Parker and Manolo Blahnik
CEO George Malkemus III.
“It was all about the sin-

gle sole, and no platform, no
heavy shoe,” said Malkemus,
who is accompanying Parker
on a tour of Nordstrom stores,
the only retailer to carry the
SJP Collection.
Parker has been ap-

proached by many design-
ers about a shoe line over
the years, but she always
dreamed of working with
Malkemus. Friends urged her
to call him one afternoon last
year.
“This is crazy,” she began

their conversation.
“Be here tomorrow morn-

ing at 9 a.m.,” he told her.
“She was my dream,”

Malkemus said of Parker’s re-
quest that he collaborate. “It
was a perfect dream.”
After a year, the line was

finished: 25 styles, all made
in Italy, which start at $195
for the Billie suede flat and go
to $485 for the Alison bootie.
The line includes three hand-
bags that cost from $245 to
$375 and a “Manhattan” gros-
grain-trim skirted trenchcoat
in blue or beige, which costs
$495.
Each shoe has a grosgrain

ribbon up the back, a remem-
brance of the ribbons Parker
used to wear in her hair — and
iron — as a child.

‘Sex and the City’ star
greets fans during tour
of Nordstrom’s stores.

Sarah’s
sexy shoe
designs

FASHION

SarahJessica Parker talks about
her new line of shoes during an
interviewat aNordstromstore
in Seattle. BETTINA HANSEN / SEATTLE

TIMES

ByLeslieGrayStreeter
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

Small-town Canada in 1910
is literally a world (and a cen-
tury) away from 21st century
South Florida. But 2002 Drey-
foos School of the Arts grad-
uate Erin Krakow is right at
home there.
“We came to work every

day like taking a time ma-
chine. It was really beautiful,”
says Krakow, a Wellington na-
tive starring in The Hallmark
Channel’s “When Calls The
Heart.”
Set in the fictional min-

ing town of Coal Valley af-
ter an accident kills several of
the town’s men, it’s based on
characters created by author
Janette Oke. The series, which
premiered as a two-hour tele-
vision movie, tackles issues of
romance, changing traditions
and self-discovery.
Krakow plays Elizabeth,

a privileged young school
teacher who moves into town
for her first assignment, not
long after the accident sends
several widows including Ab-
igail Stanton (Lori Laughlin
of “Full House”) to take their
husbands’ place in the mines.
She left Florida after grad-

uating from Dreyfoos, head-
ing to Juilliard and staying in
New York “for four years. I
love theater, and did a ton of
it. But I wanted to explore the
move to film and television
and wanted to make that hap-
pen in L.A. I miss New York
every day, but I was ready to
try something new.”
This isn’t the first nation-

al series for the actress, who

gives her age in the late 20s.
From 2010-2012, she played
Specialist Tanya Gabriel on the
Lifetime series “ArmyWives.”
After her work ended on that
series, filmed in Charleston,
S.C., she did a spot on ABC’s
“Castle” and then another
Hallmark project, a romantic
comedy movie called “Chance
At Romance” co-starring Pa-
tricia Richardson from “Home
Improvement” and Ryan
McPartlin of NBC’s “Chuck.”
“The Hallmark Channel’s

yummy. The programming is
so fun, so moving and so ro-
mantic, and it’s family-friend-
ly,” she says. “That’s some-
thing true of our show, which

Actress continued on D2

Erin Krakow
is building
a career on

such shows as
‘Army Wives’

and Hallmark’s
current ‘When

Calls The
Heart.’

Dreyfoos grad
finds ‘Heart’ on TV

LOCALCELEBRITY

‘WHENCALLS
THEHEART’
Saturdays,9p.m.
HallmarkChannel

Dreyfoos School of theArts
graduate Erin Krakow in a scene
from“WhenCalls theHeart.” EIKE

SCHROTER LLC

Erin Krakow, aDreyfoos School of theArts graduate, credits the
school’s teacherswith influencing her success. In 2001, shewas in
theDreyfoos performance of‘AllMySons,’pictured second from left,
withMeganBlanchette, JohnnyMineo andDavidColombo. TAYLOR

JONES / THE PALM BEACH POST 2001
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Proper
prep for
traveling
pets

If you’re preparing to move
a great distance, none of
the logistics can seem more
daunting than transport-
ing your pet. As you research
online, you’ll see your “ba-
by” unsettlingly referred to
as “cargo” or a “shipment.”
Then come the alarming re-
ports about animals who get
injured — or worse — in flight.
To increase a pet’s safety,

your best course of action is
to be a (ahem) dogged report-
er. “Pet owners need to do
their homework on any com-
pany they might trust their
pet’s life to,” says Kirsten The-
isen, director of pet-care is-
sues for the Humane Society
of the United States.

By plane
Before booking anything,

take your pet to the vet for
a checkup; many airlines al-
so require a health certificate
written a few days before a
flight.
If a dog or cat fits in a car-

rier small enough to slide un-
der a seat, many airlines will
let him fly in the cabin. (The
exception is snub-nosed an-
imals, which have been
banned from some airlines
because of the breeds’ breath-
ing problems.) While it may
be tempting to slip a pet a pill
to get through a flight, seda-
tion is discouraged by vets
and prohibited by some air-
lines.
“An animal could have a re-

action midflight,” says Victo-
ria Schade, founder of the dog
supply store Life on the Leash
in Doylestown, Pa.
Any animal larger than a

carry-on is allowed only in the
plane’s cargo hold.

Thorough research is
critical when looking
for a company, service.

MarthaStewart
Good Things

While Fidomaywant to sneak
into your luggage, you’ll need
to buy a regulation carrier.
CONTRIBUTED BY DIANE FIELDS


